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SUBJECT: ALASKA INTERNATIONAL AIR INCREASES SOUTHERN AFRICA 
ACTIVITIES 

1. ALASKA INTERNATIONAL AIR (AIA) PRESIDENT NETT. 

BERGT INFORMED DEPT. SEPTEMBER 28 OF AIA'S INCREASED 
ACTIVITIES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND FUTURE PLANS. 

2. AIA HAS MADE DECISION TO INCORPORATE IN BOTSWANA, 

WHICH, BERGT SAYS, IMPLIES "LONG RANGE AIA COMMITMENT TO 
BOTSWANA." NEW COMPANY, AFRICA INTERNATIONAL AIR, WILL 
HANDLE AIRLINE'S ACTIVITIES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, INCREASE 
LOCAL HIRE EMPLOYEES, AND ESTABLISH TRAINING PROGRAM FOR 
CLERICAL AND TECHNICAL PERSONNEL IN BOTSWANA. AIA WILL 
RETAIN MAJORITY CONTROL OF NEW COMPANY; FREIGHT SERVICES, 
LTD. (ANGLO-AMERICAN) WILL HAVE 10 PER CENT AND BERGT 
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CORP. TO TAKE 20-30 PER CENT OF EQUITY. 

3. AIA IS PRESENTLY FLYING SOME 50 TONS PER DAY OF BEEF 
FROM BOTSWANA TO ZAMBIA AND IS EXPLORING POSSIBILITIES OF 
FLYING BEEF TO EUROPE. AIA IS ALSO ATTEMPTING TO CLEAR 
OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS WITH SOUTH AFRICA TO ENABLE IT TO FLY 
MEAT FROM SWAZILAND TO ZAIRE. 

4. BERGT SEES FURTHER AIA EXPANSION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 
ALTHOUGH COMPANY CONTINUES TO SHY AWAY FROM BLS REGIONAL 
AIRLINE. BERGT INDICATED INCORPORATION IN BOTSWANA IN 

PART DESIGNED EVENTUALLY TO ATTEMPT TO QUALIFY FOR 
EXIMBANK SUPPORT FOR PURCHASE OF AIRCRAFT. HE SAYS ONLY 
LIMITATION ON PRESENT PLANS FOR EXPANSION IN BOTSWANA IS 
LENGTH OF GABORONE RUNWAY (5,000 FEET) WHICH HE WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE EXTENDED TO 12,000 FEET TO TAKE HEAVIER 
LOADS AND LARGER AIRCRAFT. KISSINGER 
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